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the framework of the League, but in Poland note had already
been taken of the fact that a Soviet Air Force mission had spent
some time in Czechoslovakia with the object of investigating
the prospects of co-operation in military aviation. An announce-
ment had also been made that a regular civilian aeroplane service
between Prague and Moscow, by way of Czernowitz in the
Bukovina and thus avoiding flight over Polish territory, would
be established shortly. This was a sign of the tension existing
in Polish-Czechoslovak rektions; the strain had not relaxed,
but had become intensified, and to many Poles the new pact
seemed to suggest a step in the direction of fulfilling what was
believed to be the objective of the Czechoslovak Government—
to obtain a common frontier with Soviet Russia. In Prague,
the pact was described as a "bridge between the West and the
East." Unquestionably, it was a remarkably round-about bridge,
but it did indicate the possibility of an opening for an attack
by Russia on Germany without having to find or force a passage
across Poland. Though the pact was represented as another move
in the general interests of peace, everybody understood that it
was really aimed at Germany, and, if it was of advantage to
Czechoslovakia, it was also part and parcel of the policy intended
to give additional security to France.
POLISH POLICY UNCHANGED
The question in the minds of Laval and Goering after Pilsudski's
death was whether there would be any change in Polish foreign
policy, but they were assured by Beck that there would be no
break in its continuity, as the Pilsudski policy was the settled
policy of Poland. Rumours were current, particularly abroad,
that Polish policy was to be more "liberal" than under the Pilsudski
regime, but though Pilsudski was no more, the regime remained.
This was evident as respected internal policy when on May 20
Slawek placed his Government at the disposition of the President,
but was asked by Moscicki to stay in office in order to complete
the programme of legislation for bringing the New Constitution
into effect. Nor was this all, for Moscicki presided over a confer-
ence he tad called of the Prime Minister, the new Inspector-
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